Academic Senate Executive Committee Minutes
Monday, November 11, 2013
(Approved)
Call to Order

Chairperson Dan Holland called the meeting to order.
Approval of Executive Committee Minutes of October 28, 2013
Motion XLV-30: By Senator Stewart, seconded by Senator Fazel, to approve the minutes. The motion was unanimously approved

Distributed Communications:
From Martha Horst/Faculty Affairs Committee (Information Items): 
11.07.13.05
Domestic Partner Benefits Policy Email A
11.07.13.06
Domestic Partner Benefits Policy Email B
11.07.13.01 
Domestic Partner Benefits Policy--Revised Markup
11.07.13.03 
Domestic Partner Health Insurance Reimbursement Procedures – Revised - No Markup Available
11.07.13.04 
Domestic Partner Health Insurance Reimbursement Procedures—Current Policy
Senator Hoelscher gave a brief history of the domestic partner documents. The State of Illinois changed its laws concerning domestic partners and HR pulled the existing policy from the website. It created some confusion. The revision of the policy is to try to conform to state law, but the law has changed again. Senator Holland asked how that would affect the policy. Senator Hoelscher said that we need to ask Tammy Carlton in HR. Senator Fazel stated that it was not urgent and we could wait to hear from Ms. Carlson. It will be an Information Item if no significant modifications are needed. Senator Kalter recommended substituting “biological parents” for “natural parents.”

10.28.13.01
International Strategic Plan (Hard and Digital Copies distributed at the 10/28/13 Exec Meeting) (Planning and Finance Committee)

The plan will go to the Academic Affairs Committee instead of the Planning and Finance Committee.
Proposed Agenda for the Academic Senate on November 20, 2013: 

Academic Senate Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, November 20, 2013
7:00 P.M.

OLD MAIN ROOM, BONE STUDENT CENTER
Call to Order

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of November 6, 2013
Chairperson's Remarks

Student Body President's Remarks

Administrators' Remarks

· President Tim Flanagan
· Provost Sheri Everts

· Vice President of Student Affairs Larry Dietz

· Vice President of Finance and Planning Dan Layzell
Committee Reports:  

Academic Affairs Committee: Senator Stewart
Administrative Affairs and Budget Committee: Senator Smudde
Faculty Affairs Committee: Senator Horst
Planning and Finance Committee: Senator Rich
Rules Committee: Senator Bushell
Information Items:

10.12.13.04
Concealed Carry and Prohibited Weapons Policy Cover Letter (Executive Committee/ Brent Paterson, Student Affairs/Wendy Smith, University Council)
10.18.13.02 
Concealed Carry and Prohibited Weapons Policy-Revised 
10.18.13.03
Parking Areas Where Concealed Carry is Restricted-Revised 
10.12.13.03
University Violence Policy-Revised

11.07.13.05
Domestic Partner Benefits Policy Email A (Faculty Affairs Committee)
11.07.13.06
Domestic Partner Benefits Policy Email B

11.07.13.01 
Domestic Partner Benefits Policy--Revised Markup

11.07.13.03 
Domestic Partner Health Insurance Reimbursement Procedures – Revised - No Markup Available

11.07.13.04 
Domestic Partner Health Insurance Reimbursement Procedures—Current Policy

Communications:
11.18.13.01
Sense of the Senate Resolution: Statement on Pension Reform (Executive Committee)

Adjournment
Motion XLV-31: By Senator Stewart, seconded by Senator Fazel, to approve the agenda. The motion was unanimously approved

Discussion;

11.01.13.01
Sense of the Senate Resolution: Statement on Pension Reform – Tabled at 11/6/13 Senate Meeting) (Communication 11/20/13)

Senator Rich stated the IGPA proposal from the University of Illinois is gaining traction. The endorsement of the university public presidents in the spring seems to have been well timed. Senator Cullerton adopted that as his proposal going forward. The alternative Sense of the Resolution provided by Senator Rich is not an explicit endorsement of the proposal, but it heavily relies on it. Senator Stewart stated that most of the proposals from Springfield have to do with adjusting revenue or any sacrifice of the people of the state, which is grossly unjust. Senator Rich said that whatever passes, the residual unfunded liability falls on the state. There is no real commitment to timely payment. The one endorsed by the university presidents does. Senator Fazel thanked Senator Rich for bringing the alternative pension resolution to Exec. She asked if we should wait to have a resolution in case of something else of importance coming up.  Senator Rich stated that the timing may be good now because they are having another session in December or January. It might be a good time to show harmony between what the university presidents have proposed and what the senates, representing a wide range of constituents, agree to. Many states have gained a lot of savings by cutting the cost of living adjustments, Senator Kalter stated that she believed our original resolution sent the signal of shared sacrifice. We could take Senator Rich’s “shared sacrifices” and move it below the points, so that we re-emphasize it. We can start the bullet points with principles and tough thinking. She added that she felt uncomfortable repeatedly bringing up the university presidents’ proposal because we didn’t get consulted on that one. She said instead of reiterating the presidents’ proposal that we put that somewhere else as one of the potential frameworks. Senator Holland asked if the committee preferred the IGPA reference. Senator Kalter stated that she did not prefer that, but that the minutes of the last meeting show we were going to add back in in the parentheses the combined benefit/combined contribution plan. That she would not object to. She added that we have to add Dan Liecthy’s amendment: “Changes made in the SURS system, in pursuit of financial sustainability, should seek to identify those most economically vulnerable within the system and seek to protect them the most.” We need to ask the Senate if they want that.
Senator Rich will ask VP Layzell about  “normal costs”. In the proposals, asked Senator Holland, the benefits that people have already accrued, they are not touching that, right? No, stated Senator Rich, that would be the amortization. The last bullet point references that. Senator Holland asked President Flanagan if the Senate should take the university president’s position or the IGPA. President Flanagan stated that this debate in Springfield has taken on a life of its own. The university presidents’ position and the IGPA are part of the mix, but they are part of the past. The solutions we have been reading about take elements from all over the place. It’s hard to predict how influential any of the elements are going to be. Senator Rich suggested keeping the reference to the presidents’ proposal in the costs transfer point.
Senator Holland suggested that Senators Rich, Kalter and he reconcile the document before the next Senate meeting. The committee was in agreement. Senator Fazel asked Senator Rich to periodically give the Executive Committee updates about many of the developments. Senator Rich agreed to do so.
Adjournment

Motion XLV-32: By Senator Hoelscher, seconded by Senator Stewart, to approve the agenda. The motion was unanimously approved
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