Faculty Caucus Executive Committee Minutes
Monday, September 28, 2026
Immediately following the Executive Committee Meeting

Call to Order
Chairperson Bonnell called the meeting to order and declared quorum.

Public Comment: All speakers must sign in with the Senate Secretary prior to the start of the meeting.
None.

Approval of the minutes from 9-14-26
Motion by Senator Marshack.
Second by Senator Stewart. 
Unanimous approval. 

Oral Communication: 
Senator Bonnell: Under the category of IBHE-FAC, we have a representative and I have a question about that. On our Senate site we have this document that is two pages. It’s called Information on the Illinois Board of Higher Education Faculty Advisory Committee. It looks like it dates back to 21-22. It’s got some things that are out of date. When you look at that word document, it’s got the initials for MCH, so that would be Martha. Does anyone know anything about this? And if we wanted to revise it and make it more up-to-date, is that something I would do or does this go to Faculty Affairs? For instance, one of the items is the rep regularly attends the meetings and makes reports about policy issues and budget matters. There’s regular attendance. There are  9 a year. Making regular reports to the Academic Senate is what should be happening. I miss not having the faculty reports, whether it’s a written format or a person coming in, any thoughts on that?
Senator Marshack: This is under ISU resources, faculty advisory councilor responsibilities?
Senator Bonnell: Yeah. Wait, is this the PDF or Word document I have is information on the Illinois Board of Higher Education Faculty Advisory Council.
Senator Marshack: Yeah, I see it. 
Senator Stewart: I like having access to those reports, but if having to write such things up becomes a barrier to getting somebody to serve in the position then it is better probably just to have a person serve.
Senator Bonnell: Oh, you know, that’s the other thing. That’s the other question I had. I think we don’t generally have people knocking on our door to serve this. The other thing about this is reporting, I learned just recently, obligations of institutions being represented. Each institution sending a representative has the following obligations. One, so this is what ISU needs to do, reimburse or pay for all expenses incurred by the representative in connection with attending FAC meetings or committee meetings. Services of member of the executive committee attending meetings of the IBHE and its committees and task forces if an officer or designated representative of the FAC and participating in those activities. These costs are an obligation of the institution, not the representatives of their academic unit. So the way that budget works, Senate doesn’t really have a budget. It does and it doesn’t. So $2,500 is allotted for this. It’s a responsibility. I know that they offer zoom meetings and this is the question about updating these responsibilities. 
I know what you mean when you say time and if it is onerous to create a written report, and it’s hard to get a representative, but that’s the responsibility and there’s money allotted for that. So I’m really of mixed minds on this.
Senator Nikoalou: We can ask whoever is the current one. And then Lane was the previous one, right? Yeah. I mean, we can ask them if writing the report if it was something that is too time consuming for them. And if they say no, then, you know, it might be that we think it might be a deterrent, but it might not actually be.
Senator Blum: What about a one-page report?
Senator Bonnell: Yeah, there’s a length there. We don’t specify. Maybe that would be a big help to specify it.
Senator Blum: Keep it to the point and brief. Actually, I think that helps for the reader too. To me, there’s not a necessity in being lengthy, right? For the purposes of this.
Senator Bonnell: Kevin had asked last year and I had asked also, and I think Martha had asked before about something similar, so it might be good to get like an official response of what is the barrier to the report? And then like you’re saying, it’s just a written report, it doesn’t even have to be in person. Lane didn’t come all the time. He just came on occasion and those reports would be attached. That’s the other thing. I was thinking it just occurred to me right now is if I wanted to go back to those reports, I don’t think they’re in a separate place, are they?
Kevin Pickett: Not that I can think of. I mean, there’s a lot of stuff on the Senate site. I can dig around a little bit, but I don’t think so.
Senator Bonnell: I don’t think so, but I would love to see all those reports in one place, that to me might be an incentive too perhaps. But maybe that was the thing we should have asked is, do you feel like the report that we’re asking of you is too long?
Senator Nikoalou: Well, I mean, the question is going to come. What are the associated CHEs? That would depend on the time if the writing report will be part of the workload.
Senator Bonnell: I don’t think those are variable. I think those are listed. I usually bring all that with me, but I do not know what that is right now. Is that in the original? I feel like that was.
Senator Stewart: Am I right that at least the last couple of years that that Ferrence has been giving a presentation at the Senate at least once a year? Yeah, so there is some kind of report at least verbally.
Senator Bonnell: Yeah, I’m going to go back to what it says is the rep should be making regular reports. I guess it depends…
Senator Nikoalou: It’s 0.5 per semester, so it’s 1 per year. So, I think approximately 50 hours.
Senator Bonnell: Does that seem reasonable to people? I don’t know.
Senator Nikoalou: Well, they say they meet eight times, right? 
Senator Bonnell: Well, nine. There are nine meetings.
Senator Stewart: And they meet up at Chicago, typically, or...
Senator Bonnell: They meet everywhere. 
Senator Marshack: Yeah, so some of them, they’re hoping to, after the pandemic, they’re hoping to do some Zoom. That’s what this one says, but like this is from seven years, or six years ago, so.
Senator Bonnell: Yeah, from what I saw from this year, there are two Zoom meetings a year.
Senator Stewart: The reason I ask about where though is because there could be significant travel time, which is a part of that CHE.
Senator Bonnell: Yes.
Senator Nikoalou: They have approximately 10 meetings for that one. It depends on where they are.
Senator Bonnell: All right, so I’m going to go back to the original question, which is this if we wanted to revise it. This is not something that’s going to go through an internal committee. This is something that’s probably older. It should be updated. But who’s the person to update it? I would be happy to update it and then submit it to everyone here. But if there’s a better way, if it should go to Faculty Affairs, I’m not trying to take over the world right now.
Senator Blum: I think it’s best coming from Exec. That’s like we do other things. Yeah.
Senator Bonnell: Okay. All right. So then I will do that. So at some point you’ll see an update to that. But I’ll talk to Greg and see if I can find out about, you know, the length of the report, is he attending meetings? Is it representative of the work that he is doing, is it representative when he talks about the CHEs that he is getting for that? We can’t change that, but it would be something really interesting to see; how he responds to that. But the other thing I’m going to go back is to the budget. I might talk to Dan too a little bit about this because he’s the one who manages the budget. We don’t really have a budget. And gas is expensive too, but I need to find out more about that. OK, this is all very helpful. Thank you.

Distributed Communication: 

**Approval of proposed Faculty Caucus Agendas- See below**
Motion to approve 9-30 agenda by Senator Stewart. 
Second by Senator Valentin. 
Unanimous approval. 

Motion to approve 10-7 agenda by Senator Stewart. 
Second by Senator Marshack. 
Unanimous approval.

Communications 

Adjournment
Motion by Senator Blum.
Second by Senator Valentin.
Unanimous approval.


Proposed Faculty Caucus Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, September 30, 2026
6:00 P.M. 
CIRCUS ROOM, BONE STUDENT CENTER



Call to Order

Roll Call

Public Comment: All speakers must sign in with the Senate Secretary prior to the start of the meeting.

Approval of the minutes from 9-23-26

Elections:
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
· Avishek Chanda, CEG, 2026-2029


Information Items:
From Angela Bonnell: Faculty Caucus Executive Committee
Appointment Salary Promotion and Tenure (ASPT) (Read through to end including appendices, minus Disciplinary Actions, sections XII, XIII, XIV, and XV)
Link to current ASPT
Link to CBA (Read suggested articles 2, 3, 12.02, 17, 19, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31)
Link to markup
Link to summary of changes

Communications

Adjournment



Proposed Faculty Caucus Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, October 7, 2026
Immediately Following the Academic Senate Meeting
OLD MAIN, BONE STUDENT CENTER



Call to Order

Roll Call

Public Comment: All speakers must sign in with the Senate Secretary prior to the start of the meeting.

Approval of the minutes from 

Information Items:
From Angela Bonnell: Faculty Caucus Executive Committee
Appointment Salary Promotion and Tenure (ASPT) (Read through to end including appendices, minus Disciplinary Actions, sections XII, XIII, XIV, and XV)
Link to current ASPT
Link to CBA (Read suggested articles 2, 3, 12.02, 17, 19, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31)
Link to markup
Link to summary of changes
Communications

Adjournment
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