Rules Committee Minutes
Wednesday, September 23, 2026, 6:00 pm
4 West Lounge–Bone Student Center
Call to Order at 6:04 pm
Roll Call
Senator Bonnell facilitated the meeting.  
Present: Angela Bonnell, Vishal Midha, Rick Valentin, Jacob Lakin, Mavis Bediaku, Todd McLoda, Isabella Lam, Allison Schwer
Absent: Nesrin Ozalp, Lori Riverstone
Public Comment
None
Order of Business
1. Elect Rules Committee Chair
Senator Bonnell volunteered to serve as Rules Chair. There were no other nominations.
Motion by Senator Rick Valentin
Second by Senator Vishal Midha
Unanimous approval

2. Approve minutes from September 9, 2026
Motion by Senator Vishal Midha
Second by Senator Mavia Bediaku
Approval with one abstention 

3. Review Issues Pending / Priorities
Proposed Rule: Action Phase Priority & Delay Consideration 
The Committee reviewed the proposed rule regarding procedures for delaying or referring to Senate action items during the action phase. Members discussed the proposed motions to table, recommit, or postpone indefinitely and considered how these procedures align with Robert’s Rules of Order and the Senate’s existing information and action-stage processes.
Members expressed concern that the proposed language was not yet suitable for direct inclusion in the bylaws and discussed the need for clearer guidance on the distinction between information and action stages. The Committee also discussed whether existing Senate practice and the current bylaws could be clarified rather than creating an entirely new process.
Action: The Chair will return at the next meeting with revised language and options for consideration, including clearer descriptions and examples of the information and action-stage processes.
5.1.20 Alcohol Policy
The Committee began its review of Policy 5.1.20, Alcohol Policy, and discussed potential stakeholders who could provide input on the policy. Suggested stakeholders included Student Affairs, Health, Promotion and Wellness, Student Health Services, University Housing, EMDH, University Police, Emergency Management, Alumni, General Counsel, academic programs that use alcohol for instructional purposes, and other relevant campus offices.
The Committee discussed obtaining input from individuals and offices with relevant expertise before further consideration of the policy.
Action: The Chair will contact relevant stakeholders to determine their interest in reviewing the policy and providing feedback.
Adjourn 
Motion: Senator Rick Valentin
Second: Senator Vishal Midha
Meeting adjourned at 6:48 pm
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