Academic Affairs Committee
Minutes for Meeting No.1
Wednesday, September 9, 2026
6:00 P.M.
Founders Suite (west side), Bone Student Center

Call to Order
Roll Call: Kidwaro, Marshack, Nikolaou, Russell, Stanlaw, Martin, Montoya, Shourek, Smock, Zagal, Craig (Chief Equity and Inclusion Officer), Dumančić (AVP for Undergraduate Education), Waring-Sparks (Staff Council Liaison). (Note: quorum is six voting members; ex officio).
Present: Kidwaro, Marshack, Nikolaou, Russell, Stanlaw, Zagal, Dumančić, Rebecca Brown (in place of Waring-Sparks) 
Absent: Martin, Montoya, Shourek, Smock, Craig 
Public Comment
No Public Comment
Oral Communications
No Oral Communications
Order of Business:
1. Introductions 
2. Approval of AAC Minutes on 04.08.2026
· Senator Kidwaro motioned to approve, Senator Marshak seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.
3. AAC Priorities Memo
· Discussion of the priorities for the academic year. We will start with two policies that need to be approved early on, then proceed to revise the Code of Student Conduct. The target is to have concluded our review of the Code by the end of the calendar year. We will focus on all other policies and committee reports during the spring semester, unless we revise a request to expedite a policy review.
4. Selection of the Academic Planning Committee representative 
· The AAC needs to send a representative to the APC, and if we do not have an individual from our committee, we will open the seat to all faculty senators.
· The APC carries 1.0 CHE per semester. 
· Senator Marshak expressed interest in the role and will be the AAC representative to the APC. If Senator Marshak, for any reason, cannot complete the APC term, Senator Nikolaou will replace her in the APC.
5. Policy 2.1.9 Baccalaureate Degree Programs
· AAC reviewed the policy in Spring 2025. 
· There is one substantive change to clarify that the 55-credit-hour limitation does not include student-teaching hours in teacher education programs. This change directly relates to the new budget model, which allocates resources to colleges based on credit hours generated by departments/schools. Currently, student teaching courses have the STT code. Teacher education programs changed the code to reflect the departments/schools where student-teaching supervision was taking place, so that the tuition would be allocated to the appropriate college that the departments/schools are part of. 
·  Everything else in the revised policy is minor editorial changes.
· Senator Kidwaro motioned to approve, Senator Marshak seconded. The changes to Policy 2.1.9 were approved unanimously and will be forwarded to the Executive Committee for their consideration and inclusion on an Academic Senate agenda.
6. Policy 7.7.6 Registration Blocks
· The policy has been totally revised based on the Registration Holds Ad Hoc Committee established by the Office of the Provost.
· The wording has been reviewed by the VP for Academic Affairs and Provost and the VP for Student Affairs. The Provost also sought feedback from the two other VPs, and the presented language reflects their discussions.
· There are five main changes: 
· The policy is about registration holds and graduation holds, with the language changing from blocks to holds.
· All such holds are visible to students and describe the reason(s) of the hold.
· The Office of the Provost will form a new committee to review the holds regularly.
· Any new holds will need to be approved by the Provost.
· The policy owner changes from the VPFP to the Provost.
· The committee discussed that the new holds that the Provost approves are new types of holds, and not that the Provost approves every hold placed on an individual student.
· Senator Marshak motioned to approve, Senator Kidwaro seconded. The changes to Policy 7.7.6 were approved unanimously and will be forwarded to the Executive Committee for their consideration and inclusion on an Academic Senate agenda.
Adjourn
· Senator Marshak motioned to adjourn, Senator Russell seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.
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