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Description automatically generated]Faculty Affairs Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, 6:00 pm 
Bone Student Center

Call to Order, 6:00 pm  
 
Roll Call:  
· Present: 
· Craig Blum, COE (chair)
· Sheryl Henry, MCN
· Jaby Mohammed, CAST
· Ben Schmeiser, CAS
· Ben Stiers, NTT 
· Amy Yount, Faculty Associate
· Craig Gatto, Provost Designee  

· Absent: All present

Public Comment: None

Approval of the Minutes: The Committee voted to approve the minutes for 12-10-25. Moved by Senator Yount; seconded by Senator Stiers.

Discussion of Agenda Items:  
· Policy 3.3.5 Distinguished Professor: Policy revised by FAC and sent to Executive Committee after last meeting on 12/10/26. Executive Committee returned the policy with their edits. FAC discussion of those edits:
· Department chairs/School Directors added in paragraph 1
· Responsibilities and Rights section
· 1-5., 7. Either no changes or minor changes for clarification; no substantive changes 
· 6. Clarification: DPs who become administrators may keep the DP title
· 8. “Honor” removed as a descriptor for the award
· Numbering changed
· Procedures Section
· 1-4. Either no changes or minor changes to these items 
· 5. Appointment of the award on Founders’ Day Convocation eliminated 
· Policy 3.3.5 Distinguished Professor changes will be presented as an information item at Faculty Caucus tonight
· Upcoming policies from URC will be addressed in the future
· Senator Yount brought up the following concerns from colleagues at the Lab School re IBHE funding. 
· “ISU has maintained a well-documented financial commitment to the University Laboratory Schools, formally reaffirmed in 1995 when the university petitioned the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) to classify Lab School funding  from ISU as “personal services” to support faculty salaries in service of the university’s mission.  It is very important to note that the letter cites that this IBHE funding that flows from the State of Illinois directly to the Illinois State University was being disbursed to the Lab Schools due to the fact that these schools are serving the mission of the University through the training of clinical students that are trained and mentored by Lab School staff.
Amy Yount, NBCT
Heart of Illinois Low Incidence Association (HILIA)
Teacher of Students who are Visually Impaired/Blind”
· Senator Blum explained the process for getting the information to the Executive Committee by completing Senate Action Request (SAR). 

Adjourned: 6:50 pm: 
· Moved by Senator Henry; seconded by Senator Schmeiser
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