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Description automatically generated]Faculty Affairs Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025, 6:00 pm 
Bone Student Center
 
Call to Order, 6:00 pm  
 
Roll Call:  
· Present: 
· Craig Blum, COE (chair)
· Sheryl Henry, MCN
· Jaby Mohammed, CAST
· Ben Schmeiser, CAS; 
· Ben Stiers, NTT 
· Amy Yount, Faculty Associate
· Craig Gatto, Provost Designee  

· Absent: Senator Mohammed

Public Comment: None

Approval of the Minutes: for 9-24-25. Moved by Senator Henry; seconded by Senator Yount.

Introductions: AVP McLauchlan introduced himself and RIO Spence. 

Discussion of Agenda Items:  

· Policy 1.8 Integrity in Research, Scholarly, and Creative Activities- Mark Up
· AVP McLauchlan explained that federal regulations required changes to this policy. If said changes are not made, we risk losing federal funding. The group looked at the policy with edits in the Mark Up view. 
· Research Integrity Officer (RIO) Spence explained the Wrapper document summarizes the changes made. 
· Senator Blum asked for questions from the group. Minor grammatical issues were discussed. Senator Blum noted that according to this policy, one could cut and paste from AI and that would be allowable. RIO Spence noted that we don’t have an AI policy yet. Discussion ensued. We determined that the AI issue is not something we can address today. 
· AVP McLauchlan and RIO Spence discussed the rationale for the edits and how items were moved for clarity. They tried to make the document align with the federal regulations. They also tried to make the original language match the regulatory language. 
· AVP McLauchlan clarified that when students are involved in research, the faculty member is still the PI, and if the student commits misconduct, the PI is responsible. 
· Substantive changes found in section IV of the policy were summarized under Decision Points in Revision Notes. These were discussed by AVP McLauchlan and RIO Spence:
· Changes were made to streamline and simplify the process. 
· Team members and their responsibilities were specified. 
· Assessment, Inquiry, and Investigation process was explained. Membership of the teams was specified. Teams always include one member external to the university. 
· Timeline was discussed.  
· Group questioned if the complainant should get a copy of the report. AVP McLauchlan said they would change the language to state that complainant will receive the decision, but not the report. 

· Group voted to accept the recommendations of AVP McLauchlan and RIO Spence. Moved by Senator Henry, seconded by Senator Stiers 

Adjourned: 6:56pm
· Moved by Senator Henry; seconded by Senator Yount
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