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Name Change Proposal 

Proposals to change the name of a degree program, certificate program, sequence, or minor are not processed through the 

curriculum proposal process (i.e., not through curriculum committees). Nor are such name changes made through the catalog 

editing process. Instead, name change proposals should be submitted to the Office of the Provost/Assistant Vice President for 

Academic Planning. The process for submission and review of name change proposals is described below. 

 Name change proposals should first be submitted to the appropriate college dean by the chairperson/director of the

department/school that sponsors the program.

 If the dean does not concur with the proposed name change, the process ends and the name remains unchanged.

 If the dean concurs with the proposed name change, the dean should forward the proposal to the Associate Provost with an

indication of the dean’s concurrence.

 The final decision regarding a name change is made by the Provost in consultation with the Associate Provost. Before

deciding whether to approve a name change the Provost may seek input from other university units potentially impacted by

the proposed change.

 The decision by the Provost is then communicated to the dean and department chairperson/school director by the

Associate Provost.

 Approval of a name change by the Provost is communicated to affected administrative units at the University by the

Associate Provost. The memorandum specifies the effective date of the name change (typically the effective date of the

next university catalog).

 Once the name change has been approved, the program coordinator or department chairperson/school director should

consult the university catalog editor in the Office of the University Registrar regarding any additional documentation that

may need to be submitted.

 The Associate Provost notifies the Illinois Board of Higher Education of name changes in the annual academic program

report submitted to IBHE by June 30. IBHE staff then modifies its official inventory of authorized academic programs at

Illinois State University accordingly.

The information on the reverse side of this sheet collectively constitutes a name change proposal. The completed form should be 

routed as indicated at the bottom of the form. Assistance completing the proposal is available from the Associate Provost in the 

Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost (438‐7018). 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Approval of a proposed name change does not automatically extend to names of associated plans of study. For 

example, approval of a name change for a degree program does not extend to names of sequences or minors. Therefore, when 

considering whether to change the name of a plan of study, departments/schools may find it advantageous to also consider whether 

to change the names of associated plans of study. The department/school may request all related name changes on the same form. 

Department/School: 

Contact person: 

Date completed: 

Check as many as apply to name change: �  Degree program     �  Certificate program    �  Sequence    �  Minor 

Current name (s):   

Proposed name (s): 
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Rationale for the proposed change(s): [continue on to page 3] 
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Evidence that a majority of the department/school faculty has approved the change(s): 

Itemization of costs expected to be incurred by the department/school, college, or University if the proposed change(s) is 

approved:  

ROUTING AND ACTION SUMMARY (IN SEQUENTIAL ORDER): 

Department Chairperson/School Director Date Approved 

College Dean Date Approved 

Provost Date Approved  


	Dept/School: School of Kinesiology and Recreation
	Contact Person: Noelle Selkow
	Date Completed: May 19, 2025
	Degree program: Off
	Certificate Program: Off
	Sequence: Yes
	Minor: Off
	Current Names: Recreation Management
	Proposed Name: Recreation and Sport
	Rationale: We, the faculty of the Recreation and Sport Management (RSM) program, propose this sequence name change as another step we are taking to help RSM be more visible to potential students, serve our current students better, and align more with what we see as the current and future directions of this program.

Our program undertook a yearlong, three-phase process in the 2022-2023 school year, involving faculty, students, and stakeholder input, which resulted in our program name changing from Recreation and Park Administration to RSM.  This name change was approved in summer 2023.  At the time of the program name change, the RSM faculty team decided not to undertake a discussion of our two undergraduate sequence names as we wanted to gauge how the new program name rolled out prior to making further decisions.  

In the Spring 2024 semester, discussions between the RSM Program Director and the two RSM faculty members specializing in Therapeutic Recreation determined that a change to the Therapeutic Recreation sequence name would not be prudent as it aptly and succinctly describes that sequence’s curriculum, aligns with comparator programs, and matches the professional field we prepare students for.

In a preliminary faculty input-survey administered in May 2024, RSM faculty members were asked to answer the question: “Do you think we should update the Recreation Management sequence name?”  Three RSM faculty responded ‘yes,’ three responded ‘maybe,’ and one responded ‘no.’  After a discussion at the August 2024 RSM Faculty Retreat, the faculty agreed that a discussion of the Recreation Management sequence name should be prioritized during the 2024-2025 school year.

At the October 29, 2024 RSM meeting, all RSM faculty members present at the meeting, except one who abstained, voted that the sequence name should change.  A robust discussion occurred at the meeting which surfaced several priorities for the new name:
• We wanted a name that erred on the side of simplicity
• We wanted a name that captured the comprehensive nature of the career paths possible from the sequence
• We wanted a name that felt aligned with the new program name and the retained Therapeutic Recreation sequence name
• We wanted a name that had a marketable acronym
• We wanted a name that leveraged keyword searches for prospective students and their families
At the meeting, we narrowed the name down to four choices but were unable to come to a decision.  We decided to seek input from our RSM Advisory Council at our upcoming meeting. 

Our RSM Advisory Council, composed of professionals, alumni, and students, convened in early November 2024.  At the Council meeting, the Council members advised us to keep the sequence name as simple as possible, and they encouraged us to eliminate two of the lengthier name choice options.

All RSM faculty members completed an online survey after the Advisory Council meeting, where they ranked the four name choice options from their top choice to their bottom choice.  The results were tabulated using two processes – traditional majority vote and ranked choice vote.  Both processes emerged with the same sequence name as first choice: Recreation and Sport.

At our January 16, 2025 RSM faculty meeting, we sought input from the KNR Academic Advisors, who supported the top choice.  We held a final confirmation vote of the new name, with all 11 RSM faculty members voting in favor of the new name.

We believe this new sequence name has the same beneficial features as our new program name does.  It balances succinctness for marketing purposes with our need to be descriptive about what we do and includes attractive keywords for prospective students and families.  We are confident that this sequence name change will help us build on the success of the change to RSM by helping prospective students find our program easier and sooner. 

	Evidence: At the January 2025 RSM meeting mentioned above, we held a final confirmation vote of the new name, with all 11 RSM faculty members voting in favor of the new name.
	Itemization: The RSM program has been working with UMC to develop a suite of new marketing materials for our program and sequences so the new sequence name can be seamlessly incorporated into the materials prior to printing. These costs are at the school level.
	Signature-Chair/Director: 
	Date Approved: 5/19/25
	Date -Dean: 
	Date -Provost: 
	Signature - Dean: 
	Signature - Provost: 
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