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Illinois State University
Program Deletion
Deletion of Minor in Ethnic and Cultural Studies
Responsible department/school or administrative unit: Office of the Provost
Program title: Minor in Ethnic and Cultural Studies
CIPS classification: 05.0299
Anticipated date of implementation: 08-10 Undergraduate Catalog
Rationale: The Ethnic and Cultural Studies minor was created to address the needs of a variety of area studies
groups at a time when there was insufficient interest to support the establishment of separate minors. In the
1985/86 catalog, for example, it is the only area studies minor listed under University-Wide Programs and Courses.
Since that time, minors have been created in African-American Studies; Latin-American, Caribbean, and Latino/a
Studies; and Middle Eastern and South Asian Studies. These minors—all of which overlap somewhat with the
Ethnic and Cultural Studies minor—provide greater depth and specificity. They also have faculty groups actively
involved in support of the programs, which is not the case for Ethnic and Cultural Studies.
With the growth of these new options, the number of minors in the Ethnic and Cultural Studies program has
declined. Currently, there are seven minors, only three of whom are actively pursuing completion of the minor.
Student interest is very low; there is no faculty group attending to the curriculum; and the original programmatic
justification is no longer relevant. It is therefore recommended that we discontinue the minor.
Arrangements to be made for program faculty and students: Students currently in the minor will be allowed to
complete their programs. University College will ensure continuity in advising the minor. As the number of
students in the program is so small and there are no courses exclusive to the minor, there is no impact on faculty.
Anticipated impact on other campus programs: The very small number of students interested in this program
may seek admission to related minors where there is sufficient capacity to accommodate them.
Anticipated budgetary effect: None.

